Belfast
City Council

Subject: St. Oliver Plunkett FC Container Request

Date: 12" September 2023

Reporting Officer: David Sales Operational Director Neighbourhood Services

Contact Officer: David Sales Operational Director Neighbourhood Services
Restricted Reports

Is this report restricted? Yes No X

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?

After Committee Decision
After Council Decision
Some time in the future

Never

Call-in

Is the decision eligible for Call-in? Yes | X No

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues

1.1 To advise members of a successful funding application made by St Oliver Plunkett FC to
the Irish Football Association/DCMS Grassroots scheme and to seek approval for a one-off
funding contribution by Council to help secure the drawdown of this external funding.

2.0 Recommendations

2.1 That the Committee note the successful application and agree to permit the installation of a
container at Lenadoon Millennium Park for exclusive use of SOPFC for the storage of
equipment purchased using the IFA funding. The proposal is that the costs of the concrete
base to support the container (Circa £5k) would be provided from revenue budgets as a
funding contribution from Council, while the Club will meet the costs of the container itself
and that this approach will enable £25k of external funding to be secured.

3.0 Main report
Key Issues

3.1 St Oliver Plunket FC has been successful in an application to the Irish Football

Association/DCMS for sporting equipment at a value of £25,000. The majority of the club’s




3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

bookings are made at Councils Lenadoon Millennium Park which is managed under a FMA
by the Lenadoon Amateur Sports Community Interest Company. The CIC were supportive
of the application.

The club’s award is conditional on adequate secure storage being provided and to satisfy
this condition the club is requesting permission to install a container on council land at the
site. The container would be purchased by the club and placed in a location to be agreed
between the club, Council and the CIC. Given ground conditions at the site enabling works
will be required to support the container and it is proposed that Council will meet these

costs (circa £5k) from current revenue budgets.

Members may recall that at a previous meeting of this committee in December 2022 it was
agreed that no further requests for the installation of club owned containers would be
considered until a formal policy had been adopted. Unfortunately, a resource to take
forward this work has not yet been identified and in the interim, East Area Working Group
made an award of £30k LIF funding to eight soccer clubs in East Belfast for containerised

storage in March 2023.

Members are therefore asked if they would wish to accede to the request from St Oliver
Plunkett FC to help secure the clubs draw down of the external IFA funding.

Financial & Resource Implications

The cost of providing the container at Lenadoon would be met by the club. The cost for the
enabling works (£5k) would be met by Council from existing revenue budgets. This
approach will secure £25k of external funding for the club.

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment

None.

4.0

Appendices — Documents Attached

None




